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ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO.  03-01

TO:  ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL PUBLIC ADOPTION AGENCIES
ALL CDSS ADOPTIONS DISTRICT OFFICES
ALL ADOPTION SERVICE PROVIDERS

SUBJECT: INTERSTATE COMPACT ON THE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN
EXPECTANT MOTHER/CUSTODIAL PARENT TRAVELING TO
CALIFORNIA FOR PURPOSE OF ADOPTION

The purpose of this letter is to provide clarification regarding application of the Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC).  In California, the ICPC applies to any
adoption (agency or independent) under the following circumstances:

1. When a pregnant woman travels to California for the sole purpose of giving birth to
a child and placing the child for adoption regardless of whether she is staying in
California for a period of time before the birth.

2. When a custodial parent of a child travels to California for the sole purpose of
placing his or her child for adoption.

Secretariat Opinion 49 (enclosed) establishes the applicability of the ICPC to
circumstances in which an expectant mother travels to another state for the birth of the
child with the intention of placing the child for adoption.  In the administration of the ICPC,
the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) follows the directive of Secretariat
Opinions as do most of the other member states.

According to the Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement
of Children, the purpose of the ICPC is to ensure that member states cooperate with each
other in the interstate placement of children so that:

1. Each child requiring placement shall receive the maximum opportunity to be placed
in a suitable environment and with persons having appropriate qualifications to
provide a necessary and desirable degree and type of care.
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2. The appropriate authorities in a state where a child is to be placed may have full
opportunity to ascertain the circumstances of the proposed placement, thereby
promoting full compliance with applicable requirements for the protection of children.

3. The proper authorities of the state from which the placement is made may obtain the
most complete information on the bases of which to evaluate a projected placement
before it is made.

4. Appropriate jurisdictional arrangements for the care of children will be promoted.  If
requirements of the ICPC are not met when a child is brought into California for the
purposes of an independent adoption, the appropriate adoption agency must inform
the court of this lack of compliance with the ICPC in the final court report.

As a member state of the ICPC, California requires that all adoptions comply with the ICPC
when applicable.  Circumstances in which a licensed adoption agency fails to comply with
the ICPC will be referred to the CDSS Community Care Licensing Division for appropriate
licensing enforcement action.

If you have any questions regarding adoption policy, please contact the Concurrent
Planning Policy Unit of the Permanency Policy Bureau at (916) 322-4228.  If you have any
questions regarding the ICPC, please contact the Out-of-State Placement Policy Unit at
(916) 445-0813.

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY
SYLVIA PIZZINI
SYLVIA PIZZINI
Deputy Director
Children and Family Services Division

Enclosure
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